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Preface

Prophecy is history written in advance. It is God’s way of telling us what will happen in
the future. It involves the prediction of specific events before they actually happen. The
Bible contains over one thousand predictions of future events. Many of these have al-
ready been fulfilled in specific detail. Many more will be fulfilled in the future. These
include prophecies of the “End Times,” which come under the study of “eschatology,”
or “last things.”

The Tim LaHaye Prophecy Study Bible covers both aspects of prophecy and eschatology.
It has been prepared by a team of biblical scholars committed to the belief that the Bible
is the inerrant Word of God (a “sure word of prophecy”—2 Pet. 1:19). For nearly ten
years, the members of the Pre-Trib Research Center have discussed the need for a com-
prehensive prophecy study Bible that was faithful to the pretribulational view of Bible
prophecy and easy to understand. From the beginning of these discussions, our goal has
been to produce the most complete prophecy study Bible ever published. We have en-
deavored to comment on every predictive passage, making God’s faithfulness clear in
fulfilling both past and future prophetic predictions.

We have attempted to focus on each prophetic passage of Scripture in a manner
that is faithful to the historical-grammatical exegesis of the biblical text, while avoid-
ing undue speculation about prophecies that are yet to be fulfilled. The theological po-
sition of the editorial team is both premillennial and pretribulational. In other words,
we confidently believe the rapture of the Church will precede the Tribulation period and
the Millennial Kingdom of Christ on earth. Beyond this central theological premise, the
views of the contributors may vary somewhat from subject to subject.

In addition, the editors and contributors of this Bible have interpreted each passage
according to its primary literal sense, unless context indicates some other method of in-
terpretation. While we recognize that the Scriptures contain symbolic language, alle-
gories, and figures of speech, wherever possible, we have interpreted the prophecies of
the Scripture in the same way past prophecies were fulfilled—literally.

We believe we are living in the most incredible times the world has ever known. As
we continue to come closer to the final fulfillment of Bible predictions concerning the
End Times, we sense a growing interest in the study of Bible prophecy. Our sincere hope
is that these study notes, charts, and maps will enhance your understanding of Bible
prophecy. We pray that God will challenge your mind and encourage your heart by the
power of His predictive Word, motivating you to a life of commitment and service to our
coming King and Savior—Jesus Christ.

Tim LaHaye, Edward Hindson,
Thomas Ice, James Combs
Editors
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How to Study Bible
Prophecy

By Tim LaHaye

Prophecy is God’s roadmap to show us where history is going. The Bible’s predictions
claim literal and specific fulfillments that verify that such prophecies are indeed from
God. The key to interpreting Bible prophecy is in discerning what is literal and what is
symbolic. Therefore, the best way to avoid confusion in the study of prophetic scripture
is to follow these simple directions:

1. Interpret prophecy literally wherever possible. God meant what He said
and said what He meant when He inspired “holy men of God [who] spake as they were
moved by the Holy Ghost” (1 Pet. 1:21) to write the Bible. Consequently we can take
the Bible literally most of the time. Where God intends for us to interpret symbolically,
He makes it obvious. One of the reasons the book of Revelation is difficult for some peo-
ple to understand is that they try to spiritualize the symbols used in the book. However,
since many Old Testament prophecies have already been literally fulfilled, such as God
turning water to blood (Ex. 4:9; 7:17-21), it should not be difficult to imagine that fu-
ture prophetic events can and will be literally fulfilled at the appropriate time. Only
when symbols or figures of speech make absolutely no literal sense, should anything
but a literal interpretation be sought.

2. Prophecies concerning Israel and the Church should not be transposed.
The promises of God to Israel to be fulfilled “in the latter days,” particularly those con-
cerning Israel’s punishment during the Tribulation have absolutely nothing to do with
the Church. The Bible gives specific promises for the Church that she will be raptured
into heaven before the Tribulation (John 14:2-3; 1 Cor. 15:51-52; 1 Thess. 4:13-18).

3. For symbolic passages, compare Scripture with Scripture. The Bible is not
contradictory. Even though written by numerous, divinely inspired men over a period of
sixteen hundred years, it is supernaturally consistent in its use of terms. For example,
the word “beast” is used thirty-four times in Revelation and many other times in Scrip-
ture. Daniel explains that the word is symbolic of either a king or kingdom (see Dan.
7—8). By examining the contexts in Revelation and Daniel, you will find that “beast”
has the same meaning in both books. Many other symbols used in Revelation are also
taken directly from the Old Testament. These include “the tree of life” (Rev. 2:7; 22:2,
14), “the book of life” (Rev. 3:5ff.), and Babylon (Rev. 14:8ff.).

Some symbols in Revelation are drawn from other New Testament passages. These
include terms such as “the Word of God” (1:2, 9ff.), “Son of man” (1:13; 14:14), “mar-
riage supper” (19:9), “the Bride” (21:9; 22:17), “first resurrection” (20:5-6), and “sec-
ond death” (2:11; 20:6, 14; 21:8). Other symbols in Revelation are explained and
identified in their context. For example, “alpha and omega” represents Jesus Christ
(1:8, 11; 21:6; 22:13); the “seven candlesticks” (1:13, 20) are the seven churches; the
“dragon” is Satan (12:3ff.); and the “man child” is Jesus (12:5, 13).

Though some prophetic passages should be interpreted symbolically, it is important
to remember that symbols in the Bible depict real people, things, and events. For ex-
ample, the “seven candlesticks” in Revelation 1 represent real churches that actually ex-
isted when the prophecy was given.
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of Genesis is a fitting introduction to the rest of the Bible. From the
T grandeur of God's creative acts to the beginnings of marriage, sin, sacrifice for
sin, family, work, murder, races, civilization, and God’s chosen people (Israel), the
- book of Genesis lays the foundation of God’s revelation of Himself to man. Genesis
~ answers basic questions about the origin of all living things, the origin of evil in the
world, and the beginning of God’s plan to redeem the human race.
The first eleven chapters of the book summarize early human experience. The
remainder of the book focuses on Israel’s history and destiny, a theme that propels the
redemptive drama throughout the Old Testament. These
events and the historical and spiritual lessons surround-
ing them involve seven major personalities: Adam,
Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph.

All the prophecies of the Bible are either condition-
al or unconditional. Conditional prophecies are called
such because the fulfillment of these prophecies
depends on human responses. God’s declaration that
- death would follow disobedience was a conditional
prophecy (Gen. 2:16-17). Unconditional prophecies,
which are sometimes referred to as prophetic promises,
do not depend on man’s response. Three of the most sig-
nificant unconditional prophecies are found in the book
of Genesis: 1) the triumph of the “seed of the woman”
over the serpent (Gen. 3:14-15), fulfilled by Jesus
Christ; 2) God’s prophetic covenant with Abraham (Gen. 12:1-7; 17:1-21); and 3) the
prophetic blessing of Jacob on the twelve tribes of Israel (Gen. 49).

Also significant are prophetic types, actions that have meaning

in their day, but that also reflect some truth about the future life
and work of Jesus Christ. For instance, proper Old Testament sacri-
fices and offerings are symbolic forecasts of Christ’s atone-
ment for sin, even Abraham’s offering of Isaac (cf.
} Gen. 22 with Heb. 11:17-19).
i Including conditional prophecies, prophetic types
andjor specific predictions, Genesis contains 77 distinct
prophecies, involving 212 out of 1,533 verses, or 14 per-
cent of the book.

1929-1909




CHAPTER 1
Creation

1 In the beginning God created the heaven
and the earth.

2 And the earth was without form, and
void; and darkness was upon the face of the
deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the
face of the waters.

3 And God said, Let there be light: and
there was light.

4 And God saw the light, that it was good:
and God divided the light from the dark-
ness.

5 And God called the light Day, and the
darkness he called Night. And the evening
and the morning were the first day.

6 And God said, Let there be a firmament
in the midst of the waters, and let it divide
the waters from the waters.

7 And God made the firmament, and di-
vided the waters which were under the fir-
mament from the waters which were above
the firmament: and it was so.

8 And God called the firmament Heaven.
And the evening and the morning were the
second day.

9 And God said, Let the waters under the
heaven be gathered together unto one place,
and let the dry land appear: and it was so.
10 And God called the dry land Earth; and
the gathering together of the waters called
he Seas: and God saw that it was good.

11 And God said, Let the earth bring forth

1Ps. 83; grass, the herb yielding seed, and the fruit
33:6; 89:11, g . LR
12: 102225, | tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed

:35325‘ ﬂ;}fiﬁi is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so.
Js:r'_ 10:12: 12 And the earth brought forth grass, and

51:15; Zech. | herb yielding seed after his kind, and the
:2112‘J°Ahcgs tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in itself,
14:15; 17:24; | after his kind: and God saw that it was good.
ﬁ‘é'ﬁ 11:?166-”; 13 And the evening and the morning were
11:3; Rev. the third day.

4:11;10:6 14 And God said, Let there be lights in the

2Ps.33:6; | firmament of the heaven to divide the day
Iff e from the night; and let them be for signs,
3Ps. 33:0: and for seasons, and for days, and years:

2Cor. 4:6 15 And let them be for lights in the firma-

5Ps. 74:16; | ment of the heaven to give light upon the
104:20 earth: and it was so.

g;"&g@si 16 And God made two great lights; the
Jer. 10:12; greater light to rule the day, and the lesser
51:15 light to rule the night: #e made the stars also.
7Ps. 148:4; | 17 And God set them in the firmament of
Prov. 8:28 | the heaven to give light upon the earth,
gs‘fgpgfzm" 18 And to rule over the day and over the
337 95:5; night, and to divide the light from the dark-

104:9: 136:6; | pegs: and God saw that it was good.
Prov. 8:29;

Jer. 5:22: 19 And the evening and the morning were
2Pet. 3:5 the fourth day.

11 Luke 20 And God said, Let the waters bring forth
2;914’ Heb abundantly the moving creature that hath
14 Deut. life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in
1712‘1.% P?.7 : the open firmament of heaven.

21 And God created great whales, and every

104:19
living creature that moveth, which the

Comparisons between the Created World

and the Eternal World

Division of light and darkness 1:4

No night 21:25
Division of land and sea 1:10 No more sea 21:1
Rule of sun and moon 1:16 No need of sun or moon 21:23
Man in a prepared garden 2:8-9 Man in a prepared city 21:2
River flowing out of Eden 2:10 River flowing from God’s throne 22:1
Tree of life in the garden 2:9 Tree of life throughout the city 22:2
First heavens and earth finished 2:1-3 New heavens and earth forever 21:1
Man in God’s image 1:27 Man in God’s presence 21:3

By Henry Morris—Used by permission.

1:1 God created. Creation is the foundation for proph-  preplanned and predicted.

ecy. The control and planning demonstrated by God at
creation, when He spoke all things out of nothing, is a
necessary prerequisite for predictive prophecy. Hebrews

1:3 God's pattern of prophecy and fulfillment is introduced
at this point. God says (a predictive prophecy), and it hap-
pens (fulfillment of prophecy). This pattern is followed

11:3 (“the worlds—lit. ‘ages’—were framed by the word throughout Genesis 1 36.9 14 24 26
of God") indicates that God creates history, which is Sl Bl oEe S S e e



waters brought forth abundantly, after their
kind, and every winged fowl after his kind:
and God saw that it was good.

22 And God blessed them, saying, Be fruit-
ful, and multiply, and fill the waters in the
seas, and let fowl multiply in the earth.

23 And the evening and the morning were
the fifth day.

24 And God said, Let the earth bring forth
the living creature after his kind, cattle, and
creeping thing, and beast of the earth after
his kind: and it was so.

25 And God made the beast of the earth
after his kind, and cattle after their kind,
and every thing that creepeth upon the
earth after his kind: and God saw that it was
good.

26 And God said, Let us make man in our
image, after our likeness: and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over
the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and
over all the earth, and over every creeping
thing that creepeth upon the earth.

2] So God created man in his own image, in
the image of God created he him; male and
female created he them.

28 And God blessed them, and God said
unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and re-
plenish the earth, and subdue it: and have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over
the fowl of the air, and over every living

22 Gen. 8:17

26 Gen. 5:1;
9:2, 6; Ps.
8:6; 100:3;
Eccl. 7:29;
Acts 17:26,
28, 29; 1Cor.
11:7; Eph.
4:24; Col.
3:10; James
39

217 Gen. 5:2;
Mal. 2:15;
Matt. 19:4;
Mark 10:6;
1Cor. 11:7

28 Gen. 9:1,
7; Lev. 26:9;
Ps. 127:3;
128:3, 4

29 Gen. 9:3;
Job 36:31;
Acts 14:17

30 Job
38:41; Ps.
145:15, 16;
147:9

31Ps.
104:24;
1Tim. 4:4

1 Ps. 33:6

2 Ex. 20:11;
31:17; Deut.
5:14; Heb.
4:4

3 Neh. 9:14;
Isa. 58:13

4 Gen. 1:1;
Ps. 90:1, 2

29 And God said, Behold, I have given you
every herb bearing seed, which is upon the
face of all the earth, and every tree, in the
which is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; to
you it shall be for meat.

30 And to every beast of the earth, and to
every fowl of the air, and to every thing that
creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is
life, I have given every green herb for meat:
and it was so.

31 And God saw every thing that he had
made, and, behold, it was very good. And the
evening and the morning were the sixth
day.

CHAPTER 2

1 Thus the heavens and the earth were fin-
ished, and all the host of them.

2 And on the seventh day God ended his
work which he had made; and he rested on
the seventh day from all his work which he
had made.

3 And God blessed the seventh day, and sanc-
tified it: because that in it he had rested from
all his work which God created and made.

Adam and Eve in the Garden

4 These are the generations of the heavens
and of the earth when they were created, in
the day that the Lorp God made the earth
and the heavens,

thing that moveth upon the earth.

5 And every plant of the field before it was

1:22 This is the first time the word “blessed” is used in
Genesis. One cannot prosper in God's creation without
His blessing.

1:26-28 This passage, often called the Cultural Man-
date, is a prophecy relating to the call and purpose for
mankind. Psalm 8 indicates that the Cultural Mandate is
meant to be operational throughout all history (Ps.
8:3-8). This passage provides the basis for human in-
volvement in society, culture, labor, politics, and science.

God has revealed seven dispensations in Scripture: 1) In-
nocence (Gen. 1:28), 2) Conscience (Gen. 3:7), 3) Human
Government (Gen. 8:15), 4) Promise (Gen. 12:1), 5) Law
(Ex. 19:1), 6) Church Age (Acts 2:1), and 7) Kingdom
(Rev. 20:4). Each dispensation includes a revelation of
God's will, a declaration of man's responsibility, and con-
sequences for failing in that responsibility. In each suc-
ceeding dispensation some aspects cease while others
continue into future dispensations.

The first of these dispensations commences in this pas-
sage (see article on Dispensations). The Dispensation of
Innocence begins with the creation of Adam and Eve and
God's commissioning of them. This dispensation was a
time when mankind, through Adam (Rom. 5:12-21;

1 Cor. 15:21-22), was created morally good but able to
fall into sin. This apparently short-lived age ceased at the
fall into sin as recorded in Genesis 3. God's revelation of
His will was “thou shalt not eat of the tree of the knowl-
edge of good and evil” (Gen. 2:17). Man's responsibility
was to obey God and not partake. One consequence of
disobedience was that “thou shalt surely die” (Gen.
2:17).

2:1-3 God completed in history that which He had
planned to do. In this, we see God fulfilling that which He
plans and prophesies He will do. So it is for the totality of
history.

2:4 After explaining where the heavens and the earth
came from, Moses organizes the rest of the book around
eleven uses of the words, “the generations.” The Hebrew
word is toledoth and is most commonly translated “gen-
erations.” In Genesis, it presents the idea of “this is what
became of. . . ." In other words, “this is what became of the
heavens and the earth. . . ." Toledoth is the organizing word
that introduces the reader to each of the eleven sections
throughout the rest of Genesis (2:4; 5:1; 6:9; 10:1; 11:10;
11:27; 25:12; 25:19; 36:1; 36:9; 37:2).

R



in the earth, and every herb of the field be- | 7Gen- 319, | 19 And a river went out of Eden to water
. 23; 1:22; Job :

fore it grew: for the Lorp God had not 33:4; Ps. the garden; and from thence it was parted,

caused it to rain upon the earth, and there | 103:14; Eccl. | and became into four heads.

was not a man to till the ground. ;22% 'E;SZ'B‘ 11 The name of the first is Pison: that is it

6 But there went up a mist from the earth, | Acts17:25 | which compasseth the whole land of Havi-

and watered the whole face of the ground. | g gen. 2:15; | lah, where there is gold;

7 And the Lorp God formed man of the | 3:24; 4:16; 12 And the gold of that land is good: there

dust of the ground, and breathed into his }g}g ‘25293' is bdellium and the onyx stone.

nostrils the breath of life; and man became | 51:3; Ezek. 13 And the name of the second river is

a living soul. 3(7’;2'32;_328”3? Gihon: the same is it that compasseth the

8 And the Lorp God planted a garden east- X Gen. i whole land of Ethiopia.

ward in Eden; and there he put the man 3:22:Prov. . | 14 And the name of the third river is Hid-

whom he had formed. 3:18; 11:30; | dekel: that is it which goeth toward the east

9 And out of the ground made the Lorp Eé‘\’,k'z?,’;fg" of Assyria. And the fourth river is Euphra-

God to grow every tree that is pleasant to | 22:2, 14 tes.

the sight, and good for food; the tree of life | 11 gen. 15 And the Lorp God took the man, and put

also in the midst of the garden, and the tree | 25:18 him into the garden of Eden to dress it and

of knowledge of good and evil. 14 Dan. 10:4 | to keep it.

The Fall Tower
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Dwell in
Canaan
Gen. 12:1-7

Failure
Wickedness

Gen 6:5-6,
11-12

Dwelt in Egypt
Gen. 12:10;
46:6

Disobedience |

Gen. 3:1-6 Soatler

Gen. 11:1-4

Judgment

Flood
Gen. 6:7, 13;
7:11-14

Confusion
of Languages
Gen. 11:5-9

Curse and
Death
Gen. 3:7-19

Egyptian
Bondage
Ex. 1:8-14

Broke Law
i -

Deut. 28:63-66;
Luke 21:20-24

Dispersion
of Israel
Ezek. 86:16-19
Regathering
of Israel
Ezek. 36:20-24

Eternity Future -

Faith in Jesus,
Keep Doctrine Pure
John 1:12; Rom. 8:1-4;
Eph. 2:8-9

Impure Doctrine
John 5:39-40;
2Tim. 3:1-7

Final Rebellion |
Rev. 20:7-9

Worldwide
Dispersion

Left to Follow
False Doctrine
2Thess. 2:3;
2Tim. 4:3

Satan Loosed,
Eternal Hell
Rev. 20:11-15

BIBLICAL DISPENSATIONS re

© AMG Publishers

2:8 planted a garden. History begins in an undeveloped
garden and climaxes in a city—New Jerusalem (Rev.
21:2).

2:9 the tree of life. This tree appears at the beginning of
history and at the end for eternity (Rev. 20:2, 14).

2:15-17 The first of the biblical covenants is struck in
these verses. The Edenic covenant provides the pre-fall
basis that God employs to establish His rule and relation-
ship to mankind. The Edenic covenant, in conjunction
with the Cultural Mandate (Gen. 1:26-28), provides the

basis for social, political, and economic duties, as well as
human responsibility before God. After the fall into sin,
other covenants augment this foundational relationship.

The six stated biblical covenants are 1) the Noahic (Gen.
9:16), 2) the Abrahamic (Gen. 12:1-3), 3) the Mosaic
(Ex. 19:5), 4) the priestly (Num. 25:10-13), 5) the Davidic
(2 Sam. 7:16), and 6) the new covenant (Jer. 31:31-34).
Three other covenants are intimated in Scripture: the
Edenic (Gen. 2:16), the Adamic (Gen. 3:15), and the Land
of Israel (Deut. 30:3).

:
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God’s Covenants with |

By Richard Mayhue

od explicitly made six distinct covenants with promise: 1) the Noahic (Gen. 6:18;

9:8-17): 2) the Abrahamic (Gen. 15:1-21; 17:1-22; 26:2-5, 24: 28:13-17); 3) the
Mosaic (Ex. 19-20, 24); 4) the priestly (Num. 25:10-13); 5) the Davidic (2 Sam. 7:12-16);
and 6) the new covenant (Jer. 31:31-34). Five are unconditional and everlasting, and one,
the Mosaic covenant, is conditional and temporary.

The word “covenant,” an agreement that binds two parties together, first appears in
the Noahic Covenant (Gen. 6:18; 9:9, 11-13, 15-17). God unilaterally covenanted with
Noah prior to the flood to preserve the human race and animals from total extinction (Gen.
6:18), and after the flood to provide mankind with a promise that He would not destroy
mankind or the whole earth by another flood. This covenant, though it is not mentioned in
the New Testament, is unconditional and everlasting; it is signi-
fied by the rainbow (Gen. 9:12-17). In the Noahic covenant
common grace is mercifully and compassionately extended to
the entire human race.

God made the sacred Abrahamic covenant (Gen. 15) with
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The terms are stated or reaffirmed
at least eight times in the Old Testament. The sign of the Abra-
hamic Covenant was circumcision. This covenant promised 1) physical descendants (a
great nation); 2) spiritual descendants; 3) a Savior (Gen. 15:5; John 8:56); 4) personal
blessing and protection; and 5) blessings and curses to the nations, dependent upon their
treatment of Abraham’s descendants (Gen. 12:3).

The Mosaic covenant was made at Mt. Sinai (Ex. 19—20) with the newly formed
nation of Israel (Ex. 19:8; 24:3-7; 34:27). The ordinances and rituals of this covenant
extended only for the covenant’s effective life. The hopeless outcome of this strictly legal
covenant was Israel’s continuous rebellion. Ultimately, however, the righteousness sought
in this covenant is fulfilled by the saving work of Jesus Christ in the new covenant, a cov-
enant of faith.

The original Levitic/Aaronic priesthood, which was conditionally covenanted by God
as part of the Mosaic covenant, would remain in effect only for the life of that covenant.
However, the priesthood took on new dimensions in duration and direction as an everlast-
ing priestly covenant because of Phinehas’ brave loyalty to God (Num. 25).

God promised David that one of his descendents would rule over Israel and the world.
This Davidic covenant is both unconditional and everlasting. Jesus Christ is the specific
Davidic seed whom God intends to enthrone for a future, earthly rule over Israel and the nations
during the Millennial kingdom (Matt. 1:1, 20; Luke 1:69: Acts 2:30; 13:33-36; Rom. 1:3).

The unconditional New covenant fulfills the redemptive conditions envisioned by the
conditional old/Mosaic Covenant. Originally promised to Israel (Jer. 32; Ezek. 11, 36), this
covenant extended salvation to the Gentiles through Christ, the messenger and mediator
of a better covenant purchased with His own blood. In this covenant, through Christ, believ-
ers receive 1) Grace (Heb. 10:29), 2) Peace (Isa. 54:10; Ezek. 34:25; 37:26), 3) Spirit of
God (Isa. 59:21), 4) Redemption (Isa. 49:8; Jer. 31:34; Heb. 10:19-20), 5) Removal of Sin
(Jer. 31:34; Rom. 11:27; Heb. 10:17), 6) New heart (Jer. 31:33; Heb. 8:10; 10:16), and
7) New relationship with God (Jer. 31:33; Ezek. 16:62; 37:26-27; Heb. 8:10).

an
t th

| ai binds
parties together.

%—_




The Apocryphal Literature
By Mal Couch

The word apocrypha is of Greek origin, meaning “concealed,” or “hidden.” Narrowly
| defined, the apocryphal literature is a term often used to categorize fourteen documents
firten from 200 B.c. to A.D. 100. The adjective “apocryphal” has also been used to
fescribe dozens of books labeled as Gospels, Acts, Epistles, and Apocalypses written in
mpetition with the books of the New Testament. These books are officially called New
stament Apocrypha. This article, however, seeks only to deal with the books of the
tertestamental period known as Old Testament Apocrypha.

Though often embellished with exaggeration and perhaps pure fiction, the Apocrypha
il jives a panoramic view of Jewish belief regarding the first advent of the Messiah and
e Jewish hopes concerning Messiah's coming kingdom reign. The core of messianic
ilif in the Apocrypha is based upon Old Testament prophetic books.

Since the Greek Septuagint Bible (the Old Testament of the early Church) contained
pocryphal writings from its inception, while the Hebrew Old Testament did not, it is only
wiural that some people would eventually lay claim to the Apocrypha’s canonicity. Though
thiections were raised, the Greek Orthodox Church and the ==
foman Catholic Church generally accepted certain apocryphal =
oks as inspired Scripture. These books, with a couple of 3
iceptions, make up the fourteen books commonly called the

lpocrypha: 1 and 2 Esdras, Tobit, Judith, Additions to the Book a is Of
iEsther, The Wisdom of Solomon, Ecclesiasticus, Baruch, The ; 4:
g of the Three Young Men, The History of Susanna, Bel and o ortance.

feDragon, the Prayer of Manasseh, and 1 and 2 Maccabees.

Interestingly, it is in the area of prophecy that this body of literature is of utmost
ortance. In the Apocalypse of Baruch (ca. A.p. 70), the writer shows the Tribulation peri-
divided into twelve parts in which the Messiah destroys the last empire, which is the
man Empire. Though the style of Baruch is steeped in heavy symbolism, the influence of
jgearlier Hebrew prophets cannot be ignored.

While not included in the fourteen traditional books of the Apocrypha, other intertes-
mental documents have uncanny allusions to Old Testament prophecy. For instance, in
Bbaoks of Enoch (first century B.c.), this pre-Flood Old Testament character sees future
essianic visions of judgment. In the second volume, he envisions the world from the
ood down to the messianic kingdom. The Sibylline Oracles (ca. fifth century B.C. to the
iistian era) is a broad collection of Jewish and Christian materials that seem to bind
gether beliefs about the Messiah’s return. The book gives a complete picture of the Mes-
i, who brings in prosperity for the righteous. It closes with the sons of God dwelling
tund the rebuilt temple in Jerusalem.

The Protestant Reformation encouraged many people to carefully consider which
oks were indeed authoritative and essential for the establishment of doctrine, leading to
jadual dismissal of the Apocrypha as inspired Scripture. Perhaps the most outspoken
itestant declaration concerning the Apocrypha is found in the Westminster Confession

(1643), which states: “The books commonly called Apocrypha, not being of divine
jiration, are no part of the canon of Scripture, and therefore are of no authority in the
fuch of God.” From 1629 onward, the Apocrypha were omitted from many English Bible
fions, and, since 1827, few editions of the Bible have included these disputed books.




hew, whose name means “gift of Jehovah,” left his occupation of gathering
ixes (Matt. 9:9-13) in order to follow Jesus. Luke 5:27-32 describes Matthew
g a banquet for Jesus before he became one of the Twelve Apostles (Matt. 10:3 ).
The four Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) form a unique kind of written
cument. Each Gospel presents a different view or perspective of the life of Jesus
ist. Aside from historical documents by Josephus and Tacitus, no other writings exist
t document the life and times of Jesus.

The gospel of Matthew begins by identifying Jesus
as “the son of Abraham,” “the son of David,” and heir
to the royal throne of Israel, the rightful King. Written
especially for the Jews to prove that Jesus is the predict-
ed Messiah or Christ (anointed one), Matthew reveals
Him against the background of Old Testament promise,
prophecy, type, and symbol, emphasizing His royalty.
The book lays a foundation for the transition from the
old Dispensation of Law (the Jewish Age), to the new
dispensation, known as the Church Age (13; 16:18).

Within the book are five discourses (5—7; 10; 13;
23; 24—25), twenty-five parables, and seventeen specif-
ic miracles. Out of sixty-six references and allusions to
the Old Testament, forty-one are specific quotations
by Christ. Like all the four Gospels, major emphasis is
placed on Christ’s last week of earthly ministry, from His
umphal entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday (chap. 21), through
> Crucifixion, to the Resurrection (chap. 28).

Prophecies appear throughout the first Gospel, some of which
 fulfilled while others are yet to transpire. Of special signifi-
ice are predictions to the Twelve Apostles (chap. 10);
> prophetic parables (chaps. 13; 20; 22); the
nouncement concerning the Church (16:18); the
vet Discourse (24—25).

There are 81 specific predictions in 278 out of 1,067
es, or 26 percent of the book. Forty-seven Old Testa-
1t passages are quoted in Matthew:,

1 4B.C-AD.39
_ Herod Antipas rules over Ga

 Life of John the Baptist
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CHAPTER 1 ;2[:5193; llsz_ﬁ? 13 And Zorobabel begat Abiud; and Abiud
The Genealogy of Jesus 132:11; Isa. | begat Eliakim; and Eliakim begat Azor;
] 11:1; Jer. 14 And Azor begat Sadoc; and Sadoc begat
1 The book of the generation of Jesus | 23:5: Acts At ot Sl A Begat Thud
Christ, the son of David, the son of Abra- | 2:30; 13:23; Siin g vt
. 23{"'3-1{3" 15 And Eliud begat Eleazar; and Eleazar
2 Abraham begat Isaac; and Isaac begat s began Matthaly gri Matthag bega Sy
.| 2Gen.21:2, | 16 And Jacob begat Joseph the husband of
Jacob; and Jacob begat Judas and his | 3; 25:26; £ il ot
bt 29:35 Mary, o VV om was born Jesus, who is
3 And Judas begat Phares and Zara of | 3Gen. galed Clll]rlSt' :
Tamar: and Phares begat E . and E 38:27-30; 17 So all the generations from Abraham to
; gat Esrom; and Esrom | g it's'16.

begat Aram;
4 And Aram begat Aminadab; and Ami-

22; 1Chr. 2:5,
9-16

David are fourteen generations; and from
David until the carrying away into Babylon
are fourteen generations; and from the car-

. 6 1Sam.
2:{1131 l())nt?egat Weassn; and: Nadsyen: hiegdt ;3:1; 1%2154 rying away into Babylon unto Christ are
% am. 3 i
5 And Salmon begat Booz of Rahab; and 7 1Chr. 3:10 fourteen generations.
Booz begat Obed of Ruth; and Obed begat 10 2Kgs .
Jesse; 2021°1ch. | The Birth of Jesus

6 And Jesse begat David the king; and | 3:13

18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this

David the king begat Solomon of her that | 11 2Kgs. wise: When as his mother Mary was es-
had been the wife of Uriah; %gﬁﬂféhr’ poused to Joseph, before they came to-
7 And Solomon begat Roboam; and | 3:15, 16; gether, she was found with child of the Holy
Roboam begat Abia; and Abia begat Asa; 2Chr. 36:10, | Ghost.

8 And Asa begat Jehoshaphat; and Je- g 19 Then Joseph her husband, being a just
hoshaphat begat Joram; and Joram begat :1321 ;C:‘g man, and not willing to make her a publick
Ozias; Ezra 3:2; 5:2; | example, was minded to put her away priv-
9 And Ozias begat Joatham; and Joatham | Neh- 121 ily.

begat Achaz; and Achaz begat Ezekias; }%U'é% 20 But while he thought on these things,

10 And Ezekias begat Manasses; and Man-
asses begat Amon; and Amon begat Josias; | 541
11 And Josias begat Jechoniah and his

19 Deut.

behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto
him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of
David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy

brethren, about the time they were carried 2 s wife; for that which is conceived in her is of
away to Babylon: the Holy Ghost.

12 And after they were brought to Babylon, ffﬁf"fcts 21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou
Jechoniah begat Shealtiel; and Shealtiel 411:31 5235:3%1; shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save

begat Zorobabel;

his people from their sins.

1:1-2 The book of the generation. Christos is the Greek
translation for “Messiah” or “Anointed.” The genealogy of
Christ opens by connecting Jesus to the family line of the
promised Messiah. “Jesus” (Gr. lesous; Hebr. Yehaoshua)
is His earthly name, meaning, “Savior.” Christ is the title
most often linked to His name in the New Testament. So
it is technically, “Jesus the Christ.” By tracing Jesus'
ancestry back to King David, through the line of Davidic
kings, Matthew connects Jesus with His royal heritage.
Matthew traces this lineage through Joseph, Jesus’ legal
father. The genealogy of Luke 3:23-38, on the other hand,
is that of Mary, His actual parent, showing His bloodline
back to David. Here the purpose is to show that the mes-
sianic promises made to David's line are fulfilled in Jesus.
He is also the fulfillment of the covenant promises to
Abraham, the forefather of the Jews (cf. Gen. 12:3;
13:15; 22:18). Since Matthew is writing primarily to
Jewish readers, he naturally begins by emphasizing
Jesus’ Jewish parentage.

1:3 Judas. This is the Greek form of Judah, Jacob’s son,

through whom it was promised that the leadership of the
twelve tribes would come (cf. Gen. 49:3-12).

1:11 Jechoniah. Called “Coniah” in Jeremiah 22:24-30,
he is the cursed descendant of David from whom no
future king could come. Had Jesus been the “natural” son
of Joseph, He could not have reigned on David's throne.
However, since His natural lineage is through Mary, and
His legal authority is granted through His adoptive rela-
tionship to Joseph's line, this curse does not apply to
Him.

1:21-22 call his name JESUS. The name of the child
Jesus (Hebr. Yehoshua) means “Jehovah Saves.” Placed
early in the New Testament, this statement becomes the
foundational concept of the gospel. Jesus, by His very
name and nature, is the Savior. The phrase “that it might
be fulfilled” (Gr. plerod) indicates the inevitability of the
fulfillment of the words of Isaiah the prophet (Isa. 7:14),
as well as the fact that Matthew saw the fulfillment in the
birth of Christ.




not, neither do they reap, nor gather into
barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth
them. Are ye not much better than they?
27 Which of you by taking thought can add
one cubit unto his stature?

28 And why take ye thought for raiment?
Consider the lilies of the field, how they
grow; they toil not, neither do they spin:

29 And yet I say unto you, That even Solo-
mon in all his glory was not arrayed like one
of these.

30 Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of
the field, which today is, and to morrow is
cast into the oven, shall he not much more
clothe you, O ye of little faith?

31 Therefore take no thought, saying, What
shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or,
Wherewithal shall we be clothed?

32 (For after all these things do the Gentiles
seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth
that ye have need of all these things.

33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God,
and his righteousness; and all these things
shall be added unto you.

34 Take therefore no thought for the mor-
row: for the morrow shall take thought for
the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day
is the evil thereof.

CHAPTER 7

Judging Others

1 Judge not, that ye be not judged.

2 For with what judgment ye judge, ye
shall be judged: and with what measure ye
mete, it shall be measured to you again.

3 And why beholdest thou the mote that is
in thy brother’s eye, but considerest not the
beam that is in thine own eye?

4 Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let
me pull out the mote out of thine eye; and,
behold, a beam is in thine own eye?

5 Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam

26 Job
38:41; Ps.
147:9; Luke
12:24-34

33 Mark
10:30; Luke
12:31; 1Tim.
4:8

1 Luke 6:37;
Rom. 2:1;
14:3, 4, 10,

13; 1Cor. 4:3,

5; James
411,12

2 Mark 4:24;
Luke 6:38

3 Luke 6:41,
42

6 Prov. 97,
8; 23:9; Acts
13:45, 46

7 Matt.
21:22; Mark
11:24; Luke
11:9,10;
18:1; John
14:13; 15:7;
16:23, 24

8 Prov. 8:17;
Jer. 29:12,
13

9 Luke
11:11-13

11 Gen. 6:5;
8:21

12 Lev.
19:18; Matt.
22:40; Luke
6:31; Rom.
13:8-10; Gal.
5:14; 1Tim.
1:5

13 Luke
13:24

15 Deut.
13:3; Jer.
23:16; Matt.
24:4,5, 1,
24: Mark
13:22
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out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou
see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy
brother’s eye.

6 Give not that which is holy unto the
dogs, neither cast ye your pearls before
swine, lest they trample them under their
feet, and turn again and rend you.

Asking and Seeking

7 Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and
ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened
unto you:

8 For every one that asketh receiveth; and
he that seeketh findeth; and to him that
knocketh it shall be opened.

9 Or what man is there of you, whom if his
son ask bread, will he give him a stone?
10 Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a ser-
pent?

11 If ye then, being evil, know how to give
good gifts unto your children, how much
more shall your Father which is in heaven
give good things to them that ask him?

12 Therefore all things whatsoever ye
would that men should do to you, do ye
even so to them: for this is the law and the
prophets.

The Narrow Way

13 Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide s
the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth
to destruction, and many there be which go
in thereat:

14 Because strait is the gate, and narrowis
the way, which leadeth unto life, and few
there be that find it.

Behavior and Belief

15 Beware of false prophets, which come to
you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they
are ravening wolves.

6:33-34 This portion of the Sermon on the Mount is
summarized by the statement “Seek ye first the kingdom
of God.” The disciples who have pledged their allegiance
to the King must continue seeking the kingdom and its
righteousness. The present imperative form of the verb
(Gr. zeteo) indicates a continual or constant seeking. The
believer is to seek first the righteousness that is charac-
teristic of God's kingdom and then “all these things”
(material things—cf. vv. 25-32) shall be added to him.
When our priority is God, then He will take care of things.

6:33 The phrase “kingdom of heaven” is featured in the
Gospel of Matthew and seems to be based on similar ref-
erences in the book of Daniel (cf. Dan. 2:44; 4:25, 52).

The phrase “kingdom of heaven” is essentially synony-
mous with the more common phrase, “kingdom of God*
used in the other Gospels. Matthew’s use of this latter
expression (6:33) has particular reference to God's earth-
ly (Davidic) kingdom.

7:15 Beware the false prophets. This warning fits
appropriately with the concept of the two ways that lead
to eternity. Since many are being led in the wrong way,
they are obviously being led by the wrong people. False
prophets were prevalent in the Old Testament, whereas
God's true prophets were often in the minority. False
prophets appear “in sheep’s clothing” but are in realty
“ravening wolves.” This is a perfect description of those
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Glossary of

Prophetic

Abomination of Desolation—The expression
used to describe the act of setting up an idola-
trous image in the Holy Place, thus defiling or
“making desolate” the Jewish Temple, and end-
ing the offering of all sacrifices. This was done in
the past by Antiochus Epiphanes (Dan. 11:31),
whose act reflects the future defilement by the
Antichrist (Dan. 9:27). Both Daniel and Jesus
indicated that this future act would signal the
start of the great tribulation (Dan. 12:11; Matt.
24:15; Mark 13:14).

Antichrist—Antichrist (1 John 2:2) is the indi-
vidual who arises at the beginning of the seven-
year tribulation and gains worldwide power for
the last three and a half years. He is the imitator
of the program of Jesus Christ and is known by
many names throughout the Bible.

Amillennialism—(Latin, “no millennium”):
The theological view that Christ and His saints
will not reign personally upon the earth for a
thousand years after His Second Coming.

Apocalyptic—Adj., prophetic; n., prophetic liter-
ature.

Apostasy—(Greek, “departure”): The term used
for the condition of those who once professed the
Christian faith but have since departed from its
doctrine or practice.

Armageddon—(Hebrew, “mountain of Mage-
don”): The military campaign at the end of the
tribulation in which the Antichrist’s global army
is assembled in Israel and defeated by Jesus
Christ at His Second Coming (Dan. 11:40-45;
Joel 3:9-17; Zech. 14:1-3; Rev. 16:14, 16;
19:11-21).

Bema—(Greek, “raised platform”): The translit-
eration of a Greek word used in the New Testa-
ment as a technical term to distinguish the event
of rewards for believers from the final judgment
of unbelievers, known as the Great White Throne
judgment of Revelation 20:11-15. In the Roman
world of New Testament times, there was a raised
platform in the city square or at the coliseums
where a dignitary would sit to hear civil matters
or hand out rewards, usually a wreath, for com-
petitive accomplishment. The Church will appear

Terms

at Christ’s bema in heaven in order to be evaluat-
ed during the Tribulation (Rom. 14:10; 1 Cor.
3:11=16; ‘4:1-5; ' 9:24-27; 2''Cor. 5:10;7 'Rev.
19:1-10).

Chiliasm—(Greek, “one thousand”): This is the
oldest term for Christ’s one thousand-year king-
dom in Revelation 20:1-7.

Covenant Theology—A system of theology that
interprets Scripture from the perspective of salva-
tion covenants between God and humanity. It is
not a system of theology developed from the bib-
lical covenants. Instead it is based upon two the-
orized covenants called the covenant of works
and the covenant of grace.

Day of the Lord—Involves God’s direct inter-
vention in human affairs and history. This phrase
is one of numerous terms and phrases used
throughout the Bible to refer to a time of judg-
ment (such as the Tribulation). In the Old Testa-
ment, the phrase was used by the prophets to
refer to a coming time of judgment. In some
cases, that judgment is now past, and, in others,
it is yet future. As a future time of judgment, the
day of the Lord is a time of devastation and
destruction (Zech. 12—14).

Dispensationalism—A system of theology that
interprets Scripture literally and from the per-
spective of God’s interaction with humanity
through successive ages. This view of biblical his-
tory maintains one plan of salvation in which God
reveals Himself to man and deals with humanity
in different ways in each successive period of
their relationship or economy (dispensation) of
time.

Eschatology—(Greek, “study of last things”):
The study of things relating to the end of the
world, the final judgment, and the life and world
to come.

End Times—There are a number of different bib-
lical expressions that appear to speak of the end
times. In the Bible “end times” may refer to the end
of the current church age or it may refer to other
times, such as the end of the Tribulation that is fol-
lowed by the second coming of Christ. Often the
seven-year Tribulation is called the “end times.”



Old Testament Types
of Christ Fulfilled in the

New Testament

The Old Testament presents many types or “fig-
ures” (Rom. 5:14; Heb. 9:9; 11:19) of Christ and
the Gospel. These are divinely-intended prophetic
foregleams, based on real, historical people, actu-
al spiritual ceremonies, religious institutions, arti-
facts and general objects. The Old Testament
“figure” is in Greek a tupos or TYPE (Rom. 5:14).
The New Testament application of the “figure” is
an antitupos or ANTITYPE (Heb. 9:9). Out of the
twenty-seven percent of Scripture that is predic-
tive, nearly half of that amount, over four thou-
sand verses, is typical in nature. These primary
types are cited in the New Testament, usually by
comparison, sometimes by contrast, and illustrate
the unique ministry of the Messiah and Savior.
Although these types are beautiful, illustrative
applications, no doctrine can be based solely on a
type. However, these prophetic, typical forecasts
clearly demonstrate that “the Old Testament is
the New Testament concealed, and the New Tes-
tament is the Old Testament revealed.”

Aaron: Ex. 28:1; 40:12-15
compare: Lev. 16:14-16; Heb. 4:25; 5:4-6;
9:7-14
Abel: Gen. 4:4, 8, 10; Heb. 11:4
COMPARE: Eph. 5:2; Heb. 12:24
Abraham: Gen. 17:5
COMPARE: Eph. 3:15
Adam: Gen. 2:7
COMPARE: Rom. 5:14-19; 1 Cor. 15:45-47
Ark: Gen. 7:16
COMPARE: 1 Pet. 3:20-21

Brazen Serpent: Num. 21:8-9
COMPARE: John 3:14-15

Burnt Offering and All Other Sacrifices for
Sin: Lev. 1:1-17; 4:22-35; 6:1-30
COMPARE: Isa. 53:10; Eph. 5:2; Heb. 9:26;
10:1-12

Cities of Refuge: Num. 35:6, 11-15
COMPARE: Isa. 4:6; Heb. 6:18

Daily Sacrifices: Ex. 29:38-41
COMPARE: John 1:29, 36

David: Ps. 89:19-29
COMPARE: Jer. 30:9; Ezek. 34:23; 37:24;
Acts 2:25-31

Eliakim: Isa. 22:20-22
COMPARE: Rev. 3:7

Isaac: Gen. 22:2-12; Heb. 11:17
COMPARE: John 3:16; 1 John 4:9
Jacob’s Plea: Gen. 32:24-28
COMPARE: Luke 22:41-44; Heb. 5:7; 2 John
11:42
Jacob’s Ladder: Gen. 28:12
COMPARE: John 1:51; Eph. 1:10; Col. 1:20
Jonah: Jon. 1:17
COMPARE: Matt. 12:39-40; Luke 11:29-30
Joseph: Gen. 45:5-7; 50:19-20
COMPARE: Acts 5:30-31; Heb. 7:25
Joshua: Deut. 31:23; Josh. 1:5-6; 11:23
COMPARE: John 14:2-3; Heb. 4:8-9, 14
Laver of Brass: Ex. 30:18-21
COMPARE: Zech. 13:1; John 13:8; 1 Cor. 6:11;
Eph 5:26-27; Rev. 1:5
Light: Gen. 1:3; Ps. 27:1
COMPARE: John 1:5-10; 8:12; 2 Cor. 4:6;
1 John 1:5
Manna: Ex. 16:11-15; Ps. 78:24
COMPARE: John 6:32-35, 48-51
Meal Offering: Lev. 2:1-11
COMPARE: 1 Cor. 5:8; 11:23-24
Melchizedek: Gen. 14:18-20
COMPARE: Ps. 110:4; Heb. 5:6; 6:20; 7:1-21
Mercy Seat: Ex. 25:17-22
COMPARE: Eph. 2:18; 3:12; Heb. 4:16; 10:19
Moses: Num. 12:7
COMPARE: Heb. 3:2; Deut. 18:15; Acts 3:22;
7:37
Paschal Lamb or Passover: Ex. 12:3-13
COMPARE: Isa. 53:7; John 1:29, 36; Acts 8:32;
1 Cor. 5:7; 1 Pet. 1:19; Rev. 5:6, 12; 7:14
Peace Offering: Lev. 3:1-17
COMPARE: Rom. 5:1; Eph. 2:14, 17; Col. 1:20
Red Heifer: Num. 19:2-10
COMPARE: Heb. 9:13-14
Rock of Horeb: Ex. 17:6; Ps. 78:15-16
COMPARE: 1 Cor. 10:4
Sacrifice on the Day of Atonement: Ex.
30:10; Lev. 16:15-18, 30-34
COMPARE: Heb. 9:7, 12-14
Scapegoat: Lev. 16:20-22
COMPARE: Isa. 53:6, 12; 2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Pet. 2:24
Sin offering: Lev. 4:2-21
COMPARE: Heb. 13:11-13
Solomon: 2 Sam 7:12-16; 1 Chr. 22:9-10;
29:23-25
COMPARE: Isa. 9:7; Dan. 7:14; Luke 1:32-33




¢ Can we still believe in the
and if so, how much time is left?

ols coming in the Middle East?
¢ Will the Church escape the

ols .V being fulfilled today?
o Is the / " alive today?

OW, FOR THE FIRST TIME, one Bible gathers together
a virtual library of wisdom and insight from over 48 of
Christianity’s leading experts on Bible prophecy, all under the
direction of Dr. Tim LaHaye. Considered the culmination of his
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