fo seek
fo do &
to teach

essays in honor of
Larry D. Pettegrew




to seck
to do

and to teach
Essays in honor of Larry D. Pettegrew

Editors

Douglas D. Bookman
Tim M. Sigler
Michael J. Viach

SHEPHERDS PRESS
Cary, North Carolina




To Seck...to Do...and to Teach: Essays in Honor of Larry D. Pettegrew
Editors: Douglas D. Bookman, Tim M. Sigler, and Michael J. Vlach
Copyright © 2022 Shepherds Press

Published by Shepherds Press
6051 Tryon Road
Cary, NC 27518

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or repurposed in any
form or by any means without prior written permission from the publisher, except as
allowed under fair use and United States copyright.

Editorial assistance: Jim Dieffenderfer and Kim Lewis
Layout: Andrew N. “Marcus” Corder

Cover concept: Kea (Bookman) Brooks

First printing 2022: Honorary Presale Edition
Printed in the United States of America

Trade paperback ISBN: 978-1-959454-00-7

Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations taken from the (NASB®) New
American Standard Bible®, Copyright © 1960, 1971, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman
Foundation. Used by permission. All rights reserved. www.lockman.org

Scripture quotations marked ESV are from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English
Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations marked HCSB are taken from the Holman Christian Standard Bible®,
Used by permission HCSB © 1999,2000,2002,2003,2009 Holman Bible Publishers. Holman
Christian Standard Bible®, Holman CSB®, and HCSB® are federally registered trademarks
of Holman Bible Publishers.

Scripture quotations marked LSB are from the (LSB®) Legacy Standard Bible®, Copyright
© 2021 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Managed in
partnership with Three Sixteen Publishing Inc. LSBible.org and 316publishing.com.

Scripture quotations marked NASB are taken from the (NASB®) New American Standard
Bible®, Copyright © 1960, 1971, 1977 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by permission.
All rights reserved. www.lockman.org.

For Ezra had prepared his heart
to seek the‘law of the LoRrD, and to do it, and to teach
in Israel statutes and judgments.

Ezra 7:10(K]V)
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Introduction

Tim M. SIGLER

N THE GREAT ACADEMIC tradition of collegial congratulations, this work
Iseeks to honor the life and ministry of a humble and faithful servant of
the Lord—Dr. Larry Dean Pettegrew. A Festschrift is a celebratory volume
that welcomes scholarly contributions from an honoree’s colleagues at
various institutions where they have taught, former pupils, and friends in
the guild. Throughout his illustrious career of over 50 years in theological
higher education, our esteemed brother has taught at Pillsbury Baptist Bible
College (Owatonna, MN), Detroit Baptist Theological Seminary (Allen Park,
MI), Central Baptist Theological Seminary (Minneapolis, MN), The Master’s
Seminary (Los Angeles, CA), and most recently at Shepherds Theological
Seminary (Cary, NC). His investment in countless lives of his own students
is multiplied by the fact that so many have gone out from his classrooms to
teach others also. He has modeled the multigenerational ministry mindset
tound in Paul’s instruction to Timothy:

You then, my child, be strengthened
by the grace that is in Christ Jesus,
and what you have heard from me
in the presence of many witnesses

entrust to faithful men,

who will be able to teach others also.

2 Timothy 2:1-2 (ESV)

is our desire to give honor where honor is due. Larry has invested in
ny of us, and his contributions continue to bring each of us great bless-
ough I personally was not one of his students in the classroom, Larry



began to reach out to me to follow him as Provost and Dean at Shepherds
Theological Seminary beginning in 2017. The more we got to know each
other, the greater my respect for him grew. He had built such an impres-
sive team of faculty members at Shepherds, and their esteem for him was
evident. As he passed along the baton, he exemplified every virtue of godly
leadership and theological fidelity. He made it a joy to step into his office
and be entrusted with his duties—and he continues to be a wise counselor
and trusted friend. Dr. Pettegrew has taught all of us at Shepherds to reflect
upon and repeat the truth that “This is the Lord’s seminary.” And he really
means it! We love giving the Lord the glory for all He is accomplishing, and
we are so grateful to see Him using his servants to accomplish His work for
His glory. Even as we honor our friend, we are mindful to give the glory to
God.

Larry’s contributions in the classroom and through his academic writ-
ings have often focused on issues related to historical theology, systematic
theology, and dispensational hermeneutics. The essays in this volume seek
to contribute to these areas of great concern to him and to us. Like Ezra,
Larry provides a worthy example for others to follow.

For Ezra had prepared his heart
to seek the law of the Lorp, and to do it, and to teach

in Israel statutes and judgments.
Ezra 7:10 (KJV)

to seek
to do
and to teach



This theological essay will be a fitting biblical complement to Dr. Pettegrew’s
fine historical essay “The Curious Case of the Church Fathers and
Israel” in Larry Pettegrew, editor. Forsaking Israel: How It Happened and
Why It Matters, 2nd ed. The Woodlands, TX: Kress Biblical Resources,
2021. Larry (and Linda) Pettegrew accepted my invitation to join The
Master’s Seminary in 1995 as a colleague, serving for twelve fruitful
years (1995-2007) as Professor of Theology. I salute you, Larry, fo'r
over fifty years of faithful ministry on behalf of our Lord Jesus Christ.

CHAPTER 12

Why Futuristic Premillennialism?

RicHARD MAYHUE

Introduction

URING MY CHILDHOOD YEARS, I loved the challenge of jigsaw puzzles.
Barly on, a basic strategy emerged which usually led to completing
e puzzle successfully. First, I found the most obvious, most determina-
e pieces for the puzzle which guided all my further efforts. This involved
tifying the four unique corner pieces. Second, I located the next most
ous pieces which turned out to be those with one straight edge, i.e.,
border pieces. With these two steps complete, finally the jigsaw puzzle
re took on a basic shape/design to which the multitude of remaining

ior pieces conformed.

The same approach works well in solving the millennial-view puzzle.
basic views prevail today: Postmillennialism (P), Amillennialism (A),
oric Premillennialism (HP), and Futuristic Premillennialism (FP). I in-
 to define each of the four perspectives, and then explain which one is
ically preferable and why.

The terms ‘millennium’ and ‘millennialism’ come from the Latin word
» Meaning ‘one thousand.” Biblically, they point to the Greek phrase
1€, ‘'one thousand years,’ which appears six times in Revelation (20:2,
6, 7). The prefix ‘post’ in P refers to Christ’s second coming after
Millennium, i.e. the intermediate kingdom of the church age; while ‘@’
dicates that there is no millennium on earth before or after Christ’s

his essay has been adapted from John MacArthur and Ric.ha.rd Mayhue, eds.
Prophetic Plans (Chicago: Moody, 2012), 59-84, by permission of Moody Pub-
(une 21, 2022).
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second coming. Both of the ‘pre’ positions (HP and FP) believe that there ig
a millennial period on earth which is preceded by Christ’s second coming,

Postmillennialism teaches that the kingdom of God is currently being
advanced with increasing triumph in the world through gospel preaching
and the ministry of the church. Christ now rules over this ‘golden age’ of
undetermined length from heaven and will return to earth at the end, thus 3
postmillennial return. The church is considered to be spiritual Israel, having
inherited the promises made to Abraham and David, which God abrogated
for Israel because of their national disobedience. Therefore, there will be no
future for a national Israel with any biblical significance. When Christ re-
turns at the end of the millennium, then the Rapture, second advent, general
resurrection, and judgment all take place in rapid sequence, followed by the

; and David are viewed in a futuristic sense as anticipating a restored na-
tion of Israel. In this pattern, the Rapture comes first, followed by Christ’s
‘ second coming at the end of the seven-year tribulation period, biblically
spoken of as Daniel’s seventieth week. After judging the earth and its inhab-
itants, Christ rules over the earth for one thousand years (the Millennium)
"% from His Davidic throne in Jerusalem. At the end of the Millennium, Satan
" rebels one final time but is quickly defeated. Then comes the resurrection
' and judgment of all unbelievers at the Great White Throne Judgment, which
| is followed by the New Jerusalem and the Eternal State.

" The remainder of this essay will apply the rules for conquering jigsaw
puzzles to solving the prophetic puzzle. There are four unmistakable 1)

orner pieces that connect to four distinct 2) border pieces. These eight piec-
es correspond figuratively to my contention that there are eight defining

iblical reasons to champion FP as the actual future plan of God. Then all

of the 3) less obvious, detailed-but-not-defining interior pieces can be worked on,
Ithough they will not alter the broad, basic pattern which this essay out-
lines. No one or two reasons make the case for FP compelling, but rather

' the combined strength of them all. We might never know or understand

‘cvery minute detail of God’s prophetic plan, but we can know the basics.

e purpose of this essay is to help you be certain about the fundamentals of
yiblical prophecy.

eternal state.

Amillennialism teaches that the church is now spiritual Israel, having
inherited God’s promises to Abraham and David which were forfeited by
Israel because of continued disobedience. Christ rules over this spiritual
kingdom from heaven, and the redemptive work of Christ continues on
earth, but without the optimism of Postmillennialism. There is no expec-
tation of a restored national Israel which will have prophetic significance.
The affairs of earth will deteriorate until Christ intervenes at His second
coming. All of the end-time events—e.g. the Rapture, general r.esurrection,
and the judgment—happen in a short span of time as the immediate prelude
to eternity future. ' ]

Historic Premillennialism teaches that Christ will return posttribulation= =
ally to rapture the church, judge living unbelievers, and set up an ear'dl;l}’_ :
kingdom (some say it will be one thousand years in length, while others be- =
lieve ‘1000’ is a symbolic number meaning ‘a long time’). Christ now I‘flles f
over the earth from heaven and in the future will rule over a Millennlmz
on earth where little distinction is made between the church and res.‘coref
national Israel. At the end of the Millennium, there is the resurrectionl 0
unbelievers and the final judgment, which is followed by the eternal S'fat:'
This category of Premillennialism generally interprets Revelation 6= 181 ]
‘historic’ sense rather than looking to the future. .

Advocates of Futuristic Premillennialism, also called Dispensationd 1l
millennialism, use a consistent grammatical-historical approach to both o
Old and New Testament Scriptures by which the Bible is interpl‘etedhzw
mally throughout, regardless of whether the subject mattel.‘ is nOfZ;Zha
logical or eschatological in nature. Therefore, God’s promises t0

A Consistent Hermeneutic—First Corner Piece

P is distinct because it is the only option, out of four major views, which

esults from 1) dealing with all Scripture inductively, 2) consistently em-

loying the time tested grammatical-historical hermeneutical approach,
3) not having to shift to a double-meaning hermeneutic when dealing

h ecclesiology and eschatology.

In other words, FP takes a “normal” or “plain” approach to all the Scrip-

es, all of the time which means that FP:

* Takes the biblical text at face value.

. * Interprets the biblical text in context.
| Pre-

* Recognizes symbolic language/speech figures and the reality they
express.

* Uses clear texts to interpret the unclear/more difficult.
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The FirsT TIME | had the privilege of meeting Larry Pettegrew was in New
Testament Survey. It was my first year of seminary when our paths crossed—
and only for one year. By the grace of God, our paths would cross again,
decades later, giving me the privilege of serving with him at The Shepherd’s
Church, and as Professor and Dean of Shepherds Theological Seminary.

When Larry arrived in Cary, he would not only revive an adult Sunday
School class—whose love for him makes this volume possible—but organize
our fledgling seminary. His knowledgeable experience in the academic world,
his shepherd’s heart, and his gracious leadership and wisdom combined to de-
velop and expand the effective ministries of both church and seminary.

It is my privilege to join all the contributors to this Festschrift as we tip our
hats and hearts to our beloved professor, mentor, elder, shepherd, and friend.

Gratefully,

Stephen Davey, President
Shepherds Theological Seminary
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